







 This chapter presents the background of the study, research problems, objectives of the 
study, and definition of key terms. 
1.1 Background of Study  
As social beings, the first thing humans do is communicate with each other. That is why 
speaking skills are very important to interact with fellow human beings. Mukminantus (2017) 
states that we need effective speaking skills in this era. Then, Hanieh (2014) argues that there 
are several reasons for placing speaking as the first objective of studies such as personal 
satisfaction of speaking ability and achieving career goals or other interests. Additionally, 
Hairus & Saidna (2017) say that a person is considered successful in learning a foreign 
language if he or she can speak it. 
The University of Muhammadiyah Malang has an English Education Department that 
focuses on producing English teachers. Many of the high school graduates, vocational schools, 
or private schools choose to study in English education at UMM. Some of them may already 
be accustomed to using English as a second language besides Indonesi an or their local 
language such as Javanese, Sundanese, and etc. 
In studying English, the learners also need to comprehend the language components for 
instance comprehension, grammar, vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and fluency. 
According to Peter & Ellis (2008), speaking is still considered the most difficult skill for the 
majority of English learners to master, and they do not have good competence in 
communicating in English. Since English is considered as a foreign language in Indonesia, it 
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makes the students are face difficulties to speak English fluently. Mukminin et al., (2015) 
revealed that the speaking ability of students in Indonesia is low. This is caused by a lack of 
grammar knowledge and vocabulary. Grammar takes an important role in the speaking aspect 
of mastering English speaking skills. According to the teacher's perceptions, either the teacher 
or learners are facing serious difficulties regarding EFL grammar instruction. According to  
Al-Mekhlafi and Nagaratnam (2011), “English grammar is different from the Indonesian 
language.” According on the explanation above, English learners have problems mastering 
English speaking skills. 
As the issues above, error analysis helps the students identify what the errors they are made, 
because the students cannot apply their language acquisition directly without committing error 
firstly (Danurwindo 2014). They are able to notice grammatical errors that usually occur while 
they are speaking. Foreign language learners should be accustomed to using language learning 
strategies to improve their language learning (Kamil 2017). From the explanation above, it can 
be concluded that error analysis takes important role in a way to provide the teacher 
information of learner ability to specify the material in term of improving speaking skill. Thus, 
this study conduct a test on third-semester students of the University of Muhammadiyah 
Malang as the subject of this study since most of students claimed that grammar was the hardest 
part of speaking English.  
Certain researchers have previously investigated error analysis in EFL and ESL (Amara 
2015) claimed that Arabic speakers in this study made a great errors due to L1 transfer. Other 
research stated by Hojati (2013) stated that advanced Iranian EFL students have some linguistic 
problems which are considered errors especially with grammar. Also, Rula & Islam (2013) 
showed that most of the Jordanian English students are incapable to speak English accurately 
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even though most students have acquired a great number of grammatical knowledge 
vocabulary lesson. 
1.2 Research Question  
● What grammatical errors are made by the third-semester students of the English Language 
Department? 
● What is the most frequency of grammatical errors made by third-semester students of the 
English Language Department? 
1.3 Purpose of the study 
● To find the grammatical errors made by third-semester student of the English Language 
Department. 
● To find the most grammatical errors frequency made by third-semester student of the 
English Language Department. 
1.4 Significance of the study 
This research had the main purpose to analyze what grammatical errors that students make 
daily routine in the intensive class program of third-semester students of the (ELED) English 
Language Education Department, University of Muhammadiyah Malang. As a lecture, the 
result of this study can be a formula to apply the best strategies in order to improve speaking 
skills. As students, identification of their lack is necessary to step up what has to be taught 
efficiently to get better in speaking skills especially when it hits grammar. 
1.5 Scope and limitation 
This research only covers a limited number of students as a subject of study. This research 
focuses on analyzing the grammatical errors in daily routine speaking performance. At the end 
of the study, the students might get feedback to overcome the problems. The population of this 
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research is the third-semester students at the University of Muhammadiyah Malang. As the 
third semester students, the researcher considers that grammar takes an important role in 
speaking skills especially when hits the subject of English Language Department Students. 
1.6 Definition of key terms 
1. Speaking 
Speaking is the way people express and communicate ideas to others verbally. Based on 
Jakobs & Perrin (2008), “Speaking is speech or utterances produced by the speaker to be 
known, and then, the listener processes the sayings to know the speaker's intention.” In other 
research, Kuning (2019), “Speaking skills can be categorized as good speaking skills when 
the listener can understand the words produced by the speaker.” 
2. Error  
Error is a natural process of learning. Based on  Endang (2009), "Error is considered as 
an inevitable and positive part of that process." Errors may occur in English skills such as 
reading, listening, speaking, and writing. 
The errors could exist as simple errors or complex errors. Students who know more 
knowledge or English language rule are less likely to make errors. Although the students are 
in the high semester, they do not master the rule of English, they will make many errors in their 
speaking. The students must know the type oferrors. The knowing of knowledge of errors, the 
students can decrease making an error andimprove their speaking skills. So, the students can 
master English, especially in the skills. 
 
3. Grammatical Error 
Grammatical error is a term used to describe perspective grammar of incorrect, 
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unconventional, or controversial usage, such as misplaced modifiers or inappropriate verb 
forms. Based on Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary (2003) stated that usage is a 
concept that covers many aspects and attitudes toward language. Grammar is surely only a 
fraction of what goes to make up usage, although few people use one term for other such as 
when they label what is the point of use controversial as grammatical errors. 
4. Daily Routine 
Daily routine comprises of the way people typically think, act, and feel base on their daily 
life. Somehow it is undeniable that lifestyle and environment affect people to spend their days 
differently. For instance, most people are waking up in the morning to go to school as students 
or get to work and then do their daily activities end up by sleep in the night.
